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the Gold Country. The past several yearly NETR 
tours have brought out more and more people who 
like to tour together with their older cars whether 
they are pre-1916 or post 1915 to 1932. The NETR 
just completed its tenth tour, with a  diverse mix-
ture of brass and nickel cars. The Mother Lode 
Tour had 40 cars registered and 90+ people. The 
cars ranged from brass and nickel Model T’s and          

 
Model A’s to Cadillacs, 
Dodges, and five Pierce Ar-
rows, spanning the years,  
(above) plus  many other or-
phan cars in between, includ-
ing many big classics includ-
ing Lincoln, Marmon, Rolls 
Royce and even a Duesen-
berg. Unfortunately, with the 
age of our membership, we 
had a few registrants who 
had to drop out at the last 
minute due to health reasons. 
We missed them and wish 
them well. 

The friendliness and comradery of the NETR 
tours makes it presence known upon arrival. Our 
nickel era tours are not about specific years or 
makes of cars. Cars on our tours range from 1912
-1932 and we do not discriminate between pre-
1916 and post 1915.  It is about people who drive 
these important automobiles and getting together 
for fellowship to share their interest in all collect-
ible automobiles, but mostly the nickel era earlier 
cars through the early thirties. This is an oppor-
tunity to enjoy an drive your pride and joy on a 
multi-day tour  with other enthusiasts  among in-
teresting surroundings and points of interest.  
The spring weather of Central California was 
mild with some mixed misty days; and the plush 
green color and flowers bursting forth from the 
recent winter rains made touring very pleasant in 
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Our tour leaders, Ralph and Carolyn O’Neal and 
Les and Lyla Eddington created the sometimes 
difficult, but beautiful tour routes and arranged  
the accommodations, tour stops, activities and 
meals. Tours as detailed as this one, with a tour 
book filled with researched information about the 
history of the area and compiled by the tour lead-
ers, can create potential errors in turn by turn in-
structions. It has been suggested that the tour lead-

ers give out a map and have drivers follow it in-
stead of specific directions. I am sure we would 
have a lot more get lost as drivers seem to follow 
the leader on tours. 
  Les Eddington with his wife, Lyla,  a very expe-
rienced professional at detailed organization and 
making arrangements, are pictured above with 
their son, Brett. The interesting historical infor-
mation on this tour was compiled and written by 
Les Eddington  and Carolyn O’Neal. The tour 
routes were written by both Les Eddington, Mi-
chael O’Neal and Carolyn O’Neal (below). Our 
tours are planned by people who graciously give a 
great deal of their time and usually are very famil-
iar with the tour area or they are local residents.  

Our tours are first class and include a lot of amenities. 
John Manifor designed the new re-usuable NETR tour 
banners and laid out and printed the illustrated tour 
book and personalized badges. Many people, new to 
NETR attended the tour this year.  
After tying the new tour banners advertising the  
NETR on their cars, tourists gathered at Murphys  
Suites on Sunday evening for a short drive to Iron-
stone Winery.   
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Harry and Patricia Nicks, Redlands, CA 1926 Cadillac Roadster, 
on their first tour, unfortunately had to leave  the tour early. 

Ironstone Winery Tour 

Jim and Jean Boyden, San Jose, CA on their first NETR 
tour in their  1924 Model T Ford Sedan. 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ironstone Winery provided a great tour of this 
facility and beautifully landscaped grounds, de-
licious get acquainted supper and first photo 
session for souvenir pictures.  

Monday morning sent the group on a tough 
110 mile -day drive across winding roads and 
steep up and down grades to view the colorful 
and historic countryside. California’s poorly 
maintained roads made it challenging for the 
old cars and also some drivers not used to tour-
ing as we used to do on HCCA tours, but the 
scenery was magnificent. Steep roads usually 
mean lower gears and hot brakes. Unfortunate-
ly, to get off of the main roads to avoid traffic 
and see the countryside, require that we travel 
on roads more like they were originally in the 
early days of motoring. Although, last year’s 
tour on “Road to Petrolia” had more potholes. 

Unfortunately, we lost some cars on this day 
due to a variety of mechanical problems , rough 
roads and steep grades.  Some cars were re-
paired in the parking lot and continued on tour.  
A couple of cars got to spend the balance of the 
tour in the parking lot including my 1929 
LaSalle  with a broken gear tooth on the input 
shaft, which was  lodged in the transmission 
gears.  We did have plenty of back seats on the 
tour with the large number of magnificent tour-
ing cars and willing drivers to graciously share 
them with people who needed a ride. 

Always start off clean. Barry Monroe,  West Covina, CA  detailing 
his 1922 Dodge Bros. Touring 

Fred and Scheryn Pratt, Santa Maria, CA generously offered backseat 
rides daily in their beautifully restored  nickel 1925 Duesenberg 8 
Model A Touring. A great helper with tools on a broken LaSalle.  

Walker and Paula Woolever’s 1924  Marmon, followed by Lawyer’s 
Dodge cabriolet, Ed Kidd’s 1914 Model T and Don King’s original 
1915 Cadillac 

John and Cheryl Manifor with their ill- fated, mostly original 
1929 LaSalle 

Charlie Tosch, Brandon , Manitoba, brought his 
big1915 White. Don Morrison passenger in front and 
Steve and Blanche Gordon, Thomasville, GA in rear. 
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