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banquet, three catered lunches, hospitality
suite, coffee breaks, trouble truck and trailer, souvenir photos and tour bags, plus the
usual amenities of our class act tours.
We have several new people this year which
means different cars from the nickel era and
many returns from previous tours.
If you plan to attend, you need to sign up
now with your deposit or full payment and
make your reservation for the hotel. Once
the tour fills up, we will start up a wait list.

OPNET2018– Olympic Peninsula Tour Sign-ups are filling up the tour early due to
high Interest in Nickel Era
Touring
Happy New Year to our friends in the Nickel EraA Touring Registry.
We are now looking forward to the NETR
tour for 2018. Planning is well underway
for the OPNET 2018 tour (Olympic Peninsula Nickel EraTour) in Sequim ,Washington, May 13-18, 2018.
Ralph and Heidi Elston and Dennis and
Mary Hood are our hosts and tour leaders
and planners of this outstanding event;
and they are also residents of the touring
area in Sequim, Washington. Both couples
have experience in planning and leading a
major or large tour event including accommodations at hotels, RV Parks, catering
facilities and planning activities. They
know the tour area well and are able to lay
out tours to showcase this beautiful area
of Washington. Dennis Hood has volunteered to drive the trouble truck. Meet the
tour hosts for this year on page 2.
Many people have already sent in their deposit or full payment immediately after the
last tour, even before the details were announced. This tour like the others that we
have had, will no doubt fill early and sell
out since it has a maximum of 40 cars to
keep touring fun and manageable.
This tour includes some great drives and
interesting stops, an opening and closing

Going on the Glidden Tour
with a 107 year old brass-era
car
By John Manifor
For those of you not familiar with the Glidden Tour Revival, it is the oldest of tours. It
was established in 1904 and is held yearly
as a joint effort by the Antique Auto Club of
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John Manifor’s 1910 Overland Model 42 (left) from California
and David Ellrich’s 1914 Model 79 from George, IA. (right).
The 1914 has been in David’s family since new and the
beautiful restoration is fresh.
Cont on Page 8

Meet Ralph and Heidi Elston , your tour hosts for
OPNET 2018 in their own
words.

HEIDI ELSTON. I was born and raised in the
coastal area of northern California. In 1981,
following a few years in Ithaca, NY, my husband Ralph, toddler daughter and I moved
back west to Sequim, WA where we have
lived in the same country home ever since. A
son arrived soon after our move. Over the
years we hosted a number of exchange students from South America, Europe and Asia. I
am a retired school teacher….special ed, third
grade, elementary, middle and high school
levels.
An advantage of a small town is that I still see
many of my former students and colleagues
around town. Hiking in the beautiful Olympics
and along the coastal areas is one of my favorite activities. I also enjoy traveling and
crafting jewelry with silver wire and sea glass
I find on area beaches. I also enjoy quilting
and working in the Hospital Guild Thrift Store
in town. And, of course, helping my husband
work on our vintage cars and participating in
tours and other vintage car activities is way
up on my list, too!
It has been fun working on this tour. Hope
you enjoy it!
RALPH ELSTON. I have enjoyed working on
cars since my first Model A Ford in 1962 at
age 13, and touring with high school pals
when a driver’s license was acquired, although my grandmother taught me to drive on
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the beach in a ’48 Dodge coupe quite a few years
before driver’s license eligibility. I really enjoy
restoration, fabrication, fixing and learning in my
shop and working on the old cars. Heidi and I
enjoy touring and road trips. We have lived in
Sequim since 1981. My other hobbies are golfing, fishing, hiking and antiquing. I own a laboratory services business in Sequim for commercial shellfish farms and I am a Board member of
the Sequim Free Clinic and Pacific Shellfish Institute. I want you to have a great experience on
the Olympic Peninsula.

Meet Dennis and Mary Hood,
your tour co-hosts for OPNET
2018 in their own words.
MARY E. HOOD. As many wives can attest, the
gentleman who is wholeheartedly connected to
Early Cars as a hobby, leaves some room for her
activities. Yes, I have learned to respect and assist the many needs that Dennis, my very special
mate, expects of me. From my humble beginnings, as I was growing up in Upper State New
York with four sisters and guided by my dedicated Mom, and my Dad, who was passionate with
anything connected to the art of sailing, I either
learned the ropes their way, or, my choice - swim
or sink. I chose to learn and go with the flow.
I have been given the opportunity to manage a
beautiful yard and home, travel to distant states
as the navigator in early Fords and Cadillacs, observe and assist with mechanical and aesthetic
needs of each of Dennis’s early cars of which
there are six. In between tours with friends from
the VMCCA, HCCA, the Model T’rs and the Model
A groups, I still have been able to practice my
Continued on page 3

music: voice and piano. So, life is a balance?
You bet, and there is still much more to experience. See you down the road.
DENNIS F. HOOD. I am retired from the Operating Engineers in Anchorage, Alaska. I
moved to Sequim, Washington, in 1995, where
I had purchased property a few years earlier.
My interest in Early Cars started in Iowa. I
was born and raised in Central Iowa and started my interest in cars with a joint venture; the
purchase of a 1928 Ford Model A fordor. My
first Collectible car was bought in 1985; a
1947 Cadillac Sedan, which I still own. I also
purchased a 1931 Model A Ford Roadster in
Iowa about the same time and shipped both
cars to Alaska, where I enjoyed touring with
other Early car owners.
in 1996 I joined the Vintage Motor Car Club of
America (formerly known as Veteran Motor
Car Club of America-VMCCA), and the Horseless Carriage Club of America (HCCA). In
1996 the VMCCA sponsored a Glidden Tour
for my first longest car tour- trailering the
1931 Model A Ford Roadster to Minneapolis,
Minnesota, driving it to Detroit and back to
Minneapolis to my trailer (a total of 1,750
miles.) I also joined the Model T Ford Club of
America.
I added to my Early Car collection the following: 1908 Ford Model S Roadster in 1989, a
1915 Ford Model T Runabout in 1995, a 1956
Continental Mark II in 1989 which was totally
restored by 2015, a 1912 Hudson Touring
bought in 2005, and my last car- a 1914 Cadillac Touring purchased in 2011. The most distant tours were to Savannah, Georgia, trailering the 1915 Model T Runabout.

In 2016 I trailered the 1914 Cadillac to New
Hampshire for the VMCCA Glidden Tour. Other
states I have toured in are Idaho, Oregon, California, Arizona, Utah, Texas, Montana, Colorado, New Mexico, Washington, Indiana, Illinois,
Wisconsin, Michigan, Virginia, and into parts of
Canada. I love this hobby. When I was working, I had the interest but didn’t have the time.
Now I enjoy every day working on or driving the
Early Cars, even when it rains. See you down
the road.
See the tour ad for more details on the tour.
Some additional events on the tour are as follows:
1. Evening social time in the hospitality suite.
Bring your own beer or wine if you choose
to share with friends. Other soft drinks and
snacks will be provided.
2. It has been suggested for the OPNET
2018 Tour that members on the tour, who
choose to participate, give a short
presentation, talk or seminar at their car
regarding its history, its features, how
things work , procedures that you have
done to restore it or make it road-worthy.
Many men and some women also are in
terested in learning about your experience
with your automobile and years in the
hobby.
3. Ladies tea– See below.
4. Additional information regarding OPNET
2018 tour activities will be sent to those who
register for the tour as planning progresses.

Following the tour to Hurricane Ridge on May 15th, 2018 we will hold a swap
meet at the Quality Inn from 4-5PM. Heather Caverly, member of the Clallam
C’Lectors chapter of The Questors will speak about beaded purses of the
1900-1930 era and space will be available to display, trade or sell any vintage
or vintage style clothing and accessories participants may wish to bring to
the tour. So search those closets and drawers for items you may no longer
have a need for! All ladies are welcome whether or not you wish to bring
things to swap…..oh yes, we will have some special refreshments and surprises as well!
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Let’s keep the Nickel Era
Touring Registry going

NETR Membership Roster
I am hoping to create a membership roster of current paid members of the Nickel
Era Touring Registry in the next few
months, which will be sent to all members. Some people receive email information from me and are not paid members or have not kept their dues up to
date. If you want to be included in the
Roster, please make sure your 2018 dues
are current. If
you do not want to
continue being involved with
us, please
send an email to me
indicating
that you want to be
dropped .

We have a wonderful Nickel Era tour
scheduled for this year in Sequim, Washington. Unfortunately for eastern members, our
fun and friendly tours have mostly been in
the West. We are not getting many National
HCCA tours in the west as often as we used
to during my 55 years of membership. HCCA
National tours are limited to pre-1916. Our
Nickel Era Touring Registry gives people of
all ages a chance to tour with their 1932 and
older car on our multi-day tours.
Many of our members are finding that
as we age along with the early cars, that the
earlier cars are more difficult to drive and
trailer for some of us seniors, so we allow
later cars up to 1932.
Our registry gives younger people
who cannot afford the luxury of owning earlier brass cars a chance to proudly attend
multi-day tours also.
The NETR is open to volunteers to
plan tours and I encourage someone to step
up from the East, West, Northeast, Midwest,
Utah, South Dakota or Southern states to
plan another tour for 2019 , 2020 and later.
The NETR helps with many of the details of
the tour if needed like tour books, collecting
fees, badges, banners, advertising etc. I am
not familiar with all parts of the country as
director for the NETR, so I depend on residents of the tour area to plan the tours.
Many of us try to attend tours in other
parts of the U.S. which are sponsored by the
Nickel Era Touring Registry even if we cannot bring a car to the tour. As President and
founder of NETR, Cheryl and I have made it
to all scheduled NETR tours since its inception in 2006.
We need future tours scheduled beyond
2018 if we plan to keep this going. Please
contact John at nickeltouringregistry.org or
manifor@aol.com if you are interested in
putting on a tour where you live. Please call
John Manifor at (562) 697-2075.



NETR Yearly dues
2018

Thank You to all who have already
paid dues for 2018. A special thank you to
those who continue to send a little extra
to pay the extra fees ( not tax deductible) to
keep us going as a corporate club entity.
Yearly dues of a mere $10.00 U.S. to help
pay club/registry expenses including required California state fees are due January 1, 2018 for current members, unless
you have already pre-paid for more than
one year. If you attended the Mother

Lode Tour 2017 last April in Murphys, California, your dues are already paid for 2018. Please send your

check now to NETR in the enclosed envelope. If you are not a member and have
received this Issue of the Nickel Era
News, we welcome you to join our
clubregistry. Please send dues check to:
Nickel Era Touring Registry, not HCCA
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Sad News to lose a Member
of our Nickel Era Family

quality is not as good as digital pictures
sent by email. Do not send Xerox or copy
machine photos, If you are uncomfortable
regarding writing an article, I will help you
write it or write it for you. I just need the
facts. Articles on unrestored or original
cars and cars of your youth with pictures
and story would make a great section. This
will add interest to our Nickel Era News for
our members.

It is with sadness that I list an obituary
for Jerry Rouchka, Carmel, New York.
Jerry lost his battle with cancer and
passed away on November 10, 2017. Jerry
had planned to put on a Nickel Tour in
New York a couple of years ago, but was
unable to fulfill this venture due to his illness and fight with cancer. Jerry and his
wife, Betty had registered for the OPNET
2018 Tour in Sequim, Washington. He will
be missed.

The Nickel Era Touring Registry has launched an updated Web Site:
NickelTouringRegistry.org

Articles and photos needed for
“Work in Progress” or your story regarding tour on Nickel Era
Cars for The Nickel Era News

Go check it out!
This is our first attempt at going on line with
our own web page so there may be a few glitches. Our webmaster is working with me on trying
to have a web site with pages that are interesting and fun, so users will want to return. We
plan to update and change the pages as needed, as well as, add new features for improvement.
1. Please notice the name for logging on our
website NickelTouringRegistry.org
2. I suggest that you turn your sound on for
the videos starting on the home page. Peruse through each of the sub pages from the
headings at the top to see what is there.
3. We have provided a Calendar of Events including applications for tours ( this will be
updated as it changes)
4. Membership page includes a video with music
5. There is a link to HCCA webpage and some
specific features. ( they also link to us)
6. Sample Newsletters. Current Nickel Era
News will be sent to members only.
7. Photos on Tour—includes a automated slide
show with music and another 60 pictures of
our cars on tour. This will run automatically
by pressing the center play arrow.
8. Contact us, at the end.

People who collect and restore old cars
are usually interested in what other NETR
members are doing as their latest project. I
am looking for articles or information on
your project or restoration, past or present, and how, when and where you found
your pride and joy. Any stories connected
with the car or points of interest or just
pictures. If your kids or grandkids are interested, talk about adventures with them
in your car. After all, they are the future of
our hobby.
I prefer email photos and an article written
about your car. It is better for me to have
the article written in MS Word. Do not
bother with formatting in columns or locating photos because I must arrange the article to fit our Nickel Era News format. I do
not have any restrictions as to year because we basically accept all cars on our
tours that are 1932 or older. I would like
most of the articles to be in our specialized era if possible.
I prefer high definition photos by email
and I can edit them if necessary. Prints of
photos must be scanned by me and the

Enjoy your visit and Thank You
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America (AACA), Vintage Motor Car Club of
America (VMCCA) and American Automobile
Club (AAA). The Glidden tour is now open to
original and restored automobiles 1942 and
older. Authenticity is paramount and the car
must be stock even though there is a wide
span of years.

are five days. I found high mileage to be
hard on an early car and hard on me as a
driver. The age of the car, metal and parts
fatigue and age and fatigue of the driver is
showing more and more each year even
for a strong running car like my 1910 40 HP
Overland. The Glidden Tours recognize
and honor 1914 and older cars with a high
quality special radiator badge given only
once on the first Glidden tour for this car
and magnificent 100 year old badge from
AACA. Both must remain with the car if
sold.

Stop at Kermit and Ruby Wilke’s farm in Wilcox,
NE to see his diverse car collection and shop

To me, this span of years is too wide, up to
1942. but it does not stop me or other members from participating on these great tours.
Most car clubs are well aware of the changes
in interest for particular cars or eras as our
population and club membership ages. The
earlier cars including true classic cars, brass
era cars and most cars pre-1932 have a cap
on availability and an elevated price range
which makes it difficult to get new and
younger people. Most millennials are interested in muscle cars or not interested in collecting cars at all. The Glidden tours draw
large numbers of participants from all over
the world, but mainly the United States. I am
a member of several car clubs including the
three above and Horseless Carriage Club of
America, as my automobiles range from 1910
-1929. I have been a member of HCCA for 55
years and toured extensively with them in my
brass cars on National Tours. The Glidden is
different when driving a 107 year old car, as
you are touring with later cars and certainly
more miles (100-150 per day), and the tours
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John and Cheryl Manifor receiving the Glidden
badge and 100 year old badge from AACA. John
received the 100 year plaque from HCCA seven
years ago

I wanted both of these for my 1910 Overland Model 42 as it was originally sold in
Iowa in 1910 and this tour was like a return
home for the car. I have owned my Overland for 53 years. To receive these badges,
the car must attend the tour and be driven.
This year, the Glidden was in Hastings, Nebraska during September, 2017 and expertly directed by John Nikodym from Red
Cloud, Nebraska.
I trailered the Overland to Nebraska behind
our motor home in June and dropped it off
at a friend’s farm on the way to the family
farm in Iowa. We flew back to California in
July and then back to Iowa in August to
spend some more time there and to pick
up our motor home. We rejoined our Overland in Nebraska in September. Nebraska
tour roads are basically flat and traffic on
country roads is light, unlike California.
Continued on Page 9

Continued from page 8

Attendance numbers on Glidden Tours are
often around 200-250 cars, but tours west
of the Mississippi are usually lower in
numbers. This one was around 120 cars,
which is certainly large enough. Over half
of the cars on the tour were 1932 or older,
fourteen of which were pre-1916 and the
balance were 1933-1942. Mixed years of
cars can tour together because parade
style touring is out and random departure
is used every morning. Cars of similar
speeds can travel together as we all travel
down the same roads including trucks and
modern cars. Breakdowns are covered by
a cell phone call and courtesy AAA towing. All cars can break down, even the
newer ones on the tour. My 1929 Cadillac
broke down on one of our Nickel Era Registry tours the first day because I tried to
use a new electronic ignition. It is now on
the shelf.
Most meals are included on Glidden
Tours. The fairgrounds was used as headquarters, starting point in the morning and
our evening banquets and ceremonies
were held here. There was ample parking
for trailers and tow vehicles. Hotels were
nearby and a large full service
campground for RV’s was adjacent to the
fairgrounds.
Some of the highlights included John
Nikodym’s extensive John Deere/Velie collection plus other great cars, a huge cattle
feed lot via tour bus with filtered air to see
cowboys managing the herds on horseback, tour to the absolute center of the
continental US, Hastings and Prairie Museums and The Great Platt River Archway
Monument over I80. We saw three other
car collections including Kermit and Ruby
Wilke, Pioneer Village and Classic Car
Collection in Kearney. People are nice,
you meet new friends and renew fellowship with old friends. This is real touring
and not a race or car show. No judging
here. If you want to go fast, you can, or
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you can travel a better speed commensurate
with your car’s ability to stop. We all start,
stop and end up at the same places of interest. Pushing the capability of your early car
is like forcing your grandfather to run the
marathon.
My conclusion is that this well organized and
well run tour has too many miles nowadays
for me and a 100 year old+ early brass car,
but things still can break, so I repair or hire
an expert, as I have done for the past 59
years. This is part of owning a tour able or
driver car and not a trailer queen. I did have a
breakdown after 3 ½ days on this tour with a
cracked 107 year old aluminum casting,
which holds the magneto. It is now repaired
and the Overland is running fine again.
I have found that some of the National HCCA
tours held in mountainous or rough terrain
are also very hard on the cars. The cars need
to be respected and taken care of. They are
old. I have been on HCCA tours in the 60’s80’s that really put the cars through their paces. I don’t do that anymore. The problem is
that many of our craftsmen are dying off and
it is hard to find affordable quality work. The
oldest car on the tour was a 1906 one cyl.
REO which performed well.
If I have any pet peeve, it is “road horns” on
a later car that the inconsiderate driver blasts
when they pass you. This disturbing habit by
modern car drivers and some later ones on
the tour, showing off their horsepower and
speed is rude and startling to a slower car
driver, although they probably mean well and
think it is a friendly gesture.
This year for 2018, the Glidden Tour will be
held in Twin Falls, Idaho in September and
sponsored by VMCCA as the lead sponsor. I
plan to attend this tour in Idaho with one of
my other cars. You can also attend with your
mechanically fit brass or nickel era car, but
you must be a member of VMCCA or AACA.
Below: Parking of Glidden Tour cars at John and
Janice Nikodym’s Farm and collection.

Just Great Touring
with Nickel Era cars

1643 Agave Ave La Habra, CA 90631

Check out our web site !!!!

Nickeltouringregistry.org
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