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OPNET 2018 Tour of the of the
Olympic Peninsula in Washington
State
by John Manifor

Photos by Les Eddington, John Manifor and
Marvin Brown

The NETR members experienced another great
tour at the 2018 Olympic Peninsula Nickel Era
Tour or OPNET2018, May 14-18, 2018. Our
tours are all well organized and this was one of
the best yet. Of course all of our tours are great
and different. The weather was perfect with cool
Friendships are started and renewed on our tours.
Part of the extended pre-tour is the adventure of
traveling with friends to get there.
Our nickel era tours are not about specific years or
makes of cars. Cars on our tours are 1932 and older, and we do not discriminate between pre-1916
and post 1915 automobiles. Our tours are about
people who drive cars of this era and the opportuniLeft and Below: Some of
the tourists from Southern California, L-R Barry
Monroe and Marvin
Brown. John and Cheryl
Manifor and Les and Lyla
Eddington on scenic and
narrow Hwy 101 in Washington.

Headquarters Hotel, Quality Inn in Sequim, WA

temperatures and unlike typical Washington, no
rain. Spectacular flowers in full bloom and majestic scenery was part of our daily drives.
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We had seven Pierce Arrows on this tour ranging from
1918 to 1930 and several other classic Packards and a
Franklin.
It was a long drive from home for many of us to at-

ty of getting together for fellowship to share their
interest in all collectible automobiles, but mostly
the nickel era earlier cars through the early thirties. This is an opportunity to drive your pride and
joy on a multi-day HCCA type tour with other enthusiasts among interesting surroundings and
points of interest and share your car’s history with
other people on the tour and the public, who are
interested when we stop.
NETR members are also generous in offering
back seat rides to people on the tour who break
down or unable to bring a car.
The spring weather of the Olympic Peninsula in
western Washington was mild with some mixed
misty days in the early morning and the plush
green color and flowers bursting forth everywhere. The past several yearly NETR tours have

Ken and Chris Findlay from Surrey, British Columbia, Canada with
their beautiful 1911 Model T and two Daschunds get ready to leave on
the morning tour .

tend the tour, but it was worth it.
Our tour leaders, Ralph and Heidi Elston and Dennis
and Mary Hood, local residents from Sequim, Wash-

A wide variety of cars together, Robert Newlands and Jan Taylor drove the massive 1932 Packard, Diener’s 1913 Overland,
Kissel’s 1914 Kissel Kar and Eddington’s Model A Ford.
Dave and Donna White from Arcata, CA share their 1928 Pierce Arrow backseat with Jim and Margie Pappakostas, Vallejo, CA. Pappakostas’ 1925 Chevy touring broke a clutch coming off of the trailer on
the first day.

brought out more and more people who like to
tour together. The NETR just completed its eleventh tour, with a diverse mixture of nickel era cars
and a few brass ones also.
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ington created the beautiful tour routes blended with
mountains, country roads and coastal regions. Heidi
Elston arranged the accommodations, tour stops, activities and meals plus used their Model A as a service
and coffee break truck. ( photo next page 3).
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pant for their cars. These are reusable and the
participants may keep or return the banner for
use again.
Monday (Day 1) was check-in including a
short two hour tour route in the late afternoon
and opening get acquainted catered dinner at
John Wayne Marina.

Dennis and Mary Hood (above photo) , provided
the trouble truck and trailer along with a car to
carry stranded passengers.
The 85 page tour book was highly detailed filled
with researched information about the history of
the area, daily tour routes and restaurants and other must see activities in the area compiled by
Ralph Elston. The book
was edited with additional
information maps and pictures and printed by John
Manifor.
Our tours are planned by
people who graciously
give a great deal of their
time and usually are very
familiar with the tour area
since most of them are
local residents.
Our tours are first class
and include a variety ot of
amenities. Tour banners
were given to each partici-

Les and Lyla Eddington, CA, with their 1928 Model A
Phaeton getting a little windblown at photo op before the
get acquainted supper at John Wayne Marina.

Bill Ramsden getting served at the Monday evening
supper at John Wayne Marina. No shortage of excellent
food on this tour.
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George Teebay and Ann Beals , San Leandro, CA in
George’s 1930 Pierce Arrow roadster

Each night following the tour and maintenance of
tour cars in the parking lot, the NETR hospitality
area at Quality Inn was well used for fellowship,
socializing, games, snacks, soft drinks and shared
wine and spirits donated by the people on the
tour. Each person on the tour donated snacks for
the Hospitality room plus the ones provided by
the tour fees, so we had quite a variety every
evening. Local Sequim restaurants provided
many choices for evening meals on your own
Tuesday through Thursday.
Tuesday( Day 2) was a longer 61 mile

Above: Ken and Chris Findlay from BC in their 1911 Model T and
Ron and Liz Dansie from Riverton, Utah in their 1927 pierce Arrow
stopped by flagman in construction zone traffic.

driving day including a 5000 ft. driving climb to
snow- capped Hurricane Ridge, complete with road
construction delays, and a stop in Olympic National
Park on the way.
Photos were taken on the top of the mountain with

Roberts clan from Rio Dell. CA in their 1914 Buick 7
pass. touring
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